
Student Missionary Internship
2021 Information Packet

Student Missionary Internship (SMI) is a special program designed to give High School
students an opportunity to serve Christ and put their faith into action in a way that is
both challenging and fun.

During the next few months you have the opportunity to train alongside your peers to
develop ministry skills and grow in your walk with the Lord.  This training will enable you
to be a part of a team that will minister and present the Gospel this summer.

This year we will be going on a mission trip to the White Mountains region of Arizona.
We will be supporting the local churches in the area by planning and executing outreach
events that are focused on sharing the Gospel with children. We will also be
participating in various work projects in the White Mountain area.

This SMI program is offered by Desert Springs Community Church. Outside of a
lunch/book fee of $50, however if you have dietary restrictions the cost will be $25 for
the book only (due February 14th), students who complete their training are
fully-funded by the church. The cost of a trip is typically $500.00 per person.

The Mission Trip dates are Saturday, June 19th- Saturday, June 26th, 2021

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS:

Weekly Training meetings—Each week we will meet on Sunday afternoons for prayer,
training, and preparation/planning for our outreach events.

Special Training—Occasionally we will have special training events or meetings for
training in evangelism, VBS, and other subjects.

Attendance—Students will be required to attend all youth group activities (Sundays,
Wednesdays, and special events), SMI training, Xtreme Zone or Summer Blast training
and events, and SMI team meetings.



Weekly Ministry—Each student is required to serve in a weekly ministry at DSCC of his
or her choice.

Christian Service Projects—Each student will be required to complete four Christian
ministry service projects.

Devotions—Each student will be given devotion passages to read for the SMI Program.
He/she will need to read the required passages each day and be ready to discuss the
material at our training meetings. Students will be graded on their participation in the
discussion groups.

Memory Verses—Each week we will have a new memory verse.  Students will need to
know all memory verses for the midterm and final exam.

Prayer Partners—Each student will have two prayer partners who will commit to pray
with them each week of the training.

Evangelism Training - Evangelism Training is required for all first-time SMI
students and will count as their weekly ministry and two of their Christian Service
Projects.

Students who are behind in their work and/or are not meeting the minimum grade
requirements will be placed on probation until their work is completed.

TEAM REQUIREMENTS:

Each person will be assigned to an SMI Team.   You may have special team meetings
as well as team projects throughout the program.

Students will need to complete at least one Christian Service Project with their team.

Students will not be assigned to a team until they have met the minimum requirements
for participation.



THE SMI COMMITMENT:

All students and leaders who participate in the SMI program will be required to sign and
uphold the SMI Commitment. A sample of the commitment criteria can be found later in
this packet. The actual contract is included in the application packet.

ELIGIBILITY:

The SMI program is for high school students (ages 14-18) only.  Once a student has
graduated from high school, they are no longer eligible to participate in SMI.

The High School Pastor may dismiss a student from the SMI program if they violate any
portion of the SMI contract. We will also rely on the recommendations of youth leaders
and parents.  Each student is handled individually. The SMI student is considered a
missionary of Desert Springs Community Church and may be terminated from the
program by pastoral staff if their actions are not befitting a Christian worker.

PRAYER PARTNERS:

The SMI program requires that you have two prayer partners who will pray with you
each week. It is recommended (not required) that you try to find Prayer Partners who
are not directly involved in the SMI program.  We want to broaden our base of
involvement and prayer.  Each student should have at least one adult prayer partner,
but you may have two adults if you want.

DATING COUPLES:

Our SMI policies strictly prohibit dating couples from being on the same ministry team.
For this reason, if two people on the same ministry team begin dating during the
training, one or both of them will be transferred to another team.

There will be NO PDA during SMI training events or during the SMI ministry trip.
Students who are not able to abide by this policy will be dismissed from the program
and/or sent home.



PROM:

By signing the SMI commitment you will agree to abstain from attending events
involving questionable activity (see SMI Commitment, Lifestyle Standards). However,
we understand that prom is an important rite of passage for many high school students,
and because of this SMI participants may attend prom if the following criteria are met:

● You must provide a prom night itinerary to your level leader at least one week
before prom.

● You will check in with your SMI level leader at least once during prom night, and
again when you’re home for the night.

CLASS ABSENCES:

Students are allowed only two excused absences during the training.

- An excused absence is an absence that is due to an important conflict or
emergency.  Notice of an absence must be given in advance to designated
persons.  If a real emergency occurs that was not planned for and happens
Sunday afternoon, please call/text Trevor (623) 980-2154 or Jason (602)
422-4084

* Students who are not feeling well or are exhibiting COVID related symptoms
are expected to stay home. This will not be counted as an absence. We will
arrange makeup work or allow students to Zoom or Facetime into training.

Work missed during an absence must be made up by the student.  The student is
responsible for getting missed information from another student and being prepared by
the next training session for any testing that may occur.

CELL PHONES:

During SMI training sessions we ask you to please turn off your cell phones to limit
distractions.

Cell phones are NOT allowed on the SMI trip.  All adult leaders will have cell phone
access in case of any emergencies.



If you need to call home in case of an emergency while on the trip, you must ask Trevor
or an approved adult leader to use their phone.

SAMPLE SMI COMMITMENT:
Due to the nature of the SMI ministry, intense training, and spiritual maturity required for
SMI, we ask that each participant prayerfully consider the following standards. These are
the standards that we ask all students and adults to uphold for the duration of the SMI
program.

SPIRITUAL STANDARDS
● I confess that I am a born again Christian (John 3).
● I will maintain a clear testimony for the Lord.  (I Peter 3:15-17)
● I commit to read God's Word on a daily basis.  (Psalm 119:11)
● I desire to reach people with the Gospel message of John 3:16-18 (Matthew 28:19-20).
● I will seek to show the Fruit of the Spirit in my daily walk (Galatians 5:22-23).

LIFESTYLE STANDARDS
Based on passages such as I John 2:15-17, 2 Corinthians 6:11-17, and I Corinthians 6:19-20, I
believe that in order to have a positive impact in my world and a clear testimony as a Church
missionary my life must be distinct FROM the world. For this reason I wish to avoid even the
smallest temptation or appearance of evil. Therefore, I will abstain from:

● All manner of fleshly living (Galatians 5:19-21).
● The use of alcohol, tobacco or illegal drugs (I Corinthians 6:19-20).
● Activities that might hurt my testimony such as viewing “R” rated, “PG-13” movies rated

for nudity, sexuality or sexual content, questionable movies or questionable programs on
television (I John 2:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:22).

● Attending events involving questionable activities with unGodly environments such as
secular dances or parties,  etc. (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

● Dating non-Christians (2 Corinthians 6:14-15).
● Sexual activity outside of marriage (1 Thessalonians 4:3-6).
● Listening to music that is not God-honoring (1 Thessalonians 5:22).
● Blatant and deliberate lying (Acts 5:1-11 Annanias and Sapphira)

FAITHFULNESS STANDARDS
I will not only be distinct FROM the world, but also committed TO the Lord and His word.
Therefore, I commit to the following:

● I will faithfully attend all regularly scheduled church services (Sunday and Wed. nights).
(Heb. 10:25)



● I will faithfully attend all monthly activities planned and scheduled as a part of the Youth
Ministry of Desert Springs Community Church, including Social activities, all SMI training
meetings (2 absences maximum), including special meetings and training times.  (2
Thessalonians 3:10-11)

● I will bring my Bible to all church services, youth meetings, and SMI sessions.
● I will complete my SMI work, and maintain at least an 80% grade on class work.

(Hebrews 6:10-12)

BASIC TRIP ELIGIBILITY:

In order to be eligible for the trip you must successfully complete each of these
requirements:

● Uphold the standards of the SMI Commitment Contract
● Attend at least 80% of all SMI classes, church, & youth group activities
● Read at least 80% of all devotional passages and participate in group discussion
● Pass Memory Verse tests with an average score of 80% or higher
● Complete at least 80% of weekly ministry projects
● Complete at least 80% of assigned reading
● Successfully complete 4 Christian service projects (2-3 hours each)
● Pray with both Prayer Partners for at least 80% of the 15 weeks of SMI
● Completion of special team assignments
● Participation in DSCC Summer Blast or Xtreme Zone (June 3-7 or June 10-14 in

evenings)
● Attendance at all Summer Blast or Xtreme Zone training and set up meetings
● Attendance at SMI Fundraiser and any other mandatory training dates

TEAM LEADER SELECTION:

Leaders are selected on the basis of several different criteria.  These include maturity,
attitude, teachability, prior experience, social skills, and reliability.

Priority will be given in selecting team leaders to students who have been an active part
of D|S Student Ministries.  This, for obvious reasons, allows students who have been
committed with their time and effort a greater opportunity of service that we feel is
well-deserved.



2021 SMI SCHEDULE:

Week Date Time Important Info

1 Sun. Feb. 14th 12:30-2:45 Vision / Team-building

2 Sun. Feb. 21st 12:30-2:45 Team-building / 5 Dysfunctions

3 Sun. Feb. 28th 12:30-2:45

4 Sun. March 7th 12:30-2:45

Sun. March 14th NO TRAINING NO TRAINING

5 Sun. March 21st 12:30-2:45

6 Sun. March 28th 12:30-2:45 Teams Announced

Take Home Mid-Term

Sun. April 4th NO TRAINING NO TRAINING (EASTER)

7 Sun. April 11th 12:30-2:45

8 Sun. April 18th 12:30-2:45 EE ends

9 Sun. April 25th 12:30-2:45

10 Sun. May 2nd 12:30-2:45

11 Sun. May 9th 12:30-2:45 Picture Day



12 Sun. May 16th 12:30-2:45

Sat. May 22nd 4pm-6:30pm Fundraising Weekend

13 Sun. May 23rd 7am-2:30pm Fundraising Weekend

Sun. May 30th NO TRAINING NO TRAINING

14 Sun. June 6th

Wednesday, June
2nd - Friday, June 4th

12:30-2:45 VBS Set up/Final Exams

15 Sun. June 13th 12:30-1:30 Final Meeting
No Lunch Served/Rehearsal for VBS due

Wednesday

Monday, June 7th - Friday,
June 11th

evenings Summer Blast

evenings Xtreme Zone

Saturday. June 19th -
Saturday, June 26th

SMI Trip

Saturday, June 26th &
Sunday, June 27th

All Weekend Services SMI Report

$50 lunch payment (about $3.75 per meal) is due on or before the first training meeting
on February 10th.

Thank you for your interest in the 2021 SMI Program. We are so excited to have you participate
with us, and know that God has exciting things in store for all of us this year.



Please be in prayer about your decision to participate in this program. The requirements
for this experience are challenging and will involve time, energy, sacrifice, and
commitment on your part. As a missionary of DSCC and a minister of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, we ask that you take this commitment seriously.
If you are interested in applying for the 2021 SMI trip to the White Mountain Region, please
complete the following requirements:

Complete all enclosed forms:
● SMI Application
● Prayer Partner Agreement
● DSCC Doctrinal Statement
● Parent Permission Form
● SMI Commitment Contract
● DSCC 2020 Medical Release Form – if you turned one in for Winter Camp, you do not

need to turn in another

Schedule an interview with Trevor or Jason.
● Interviews are by appointment only, sign up at dscchurch.com/smi.
● Bring your completed application to the interview and be prepared to discuss it.

Come to the first day of SMI training on Sunday, February 14th.

Please bring your deposit to our first training day

SIGN UP FOR TEXT ALERTS



FORMS TO FILL OUT

SMI Prayer Partners
SMI Student Name: _________________________________________________________

As a member of the SMI Team you must recruit two prayer partners who will commit to pray with
you once a week.  It is recommended that you try to find prayer partners who are not directly
involved in the SMI program.  We want to broaden our base of involvement and prayer. You
must have at least one adult.  We recommend one student and one adult, but you may have two
adults if you want.

Prayer Partners please sign below:

Prayer Partner #1 (Student or Adult)
“I have read the Prayer Partner information sheet and fully commit myself to the duties outlined.”

________________________________________________________
Prayer Partner Name

________________________________________________________ _________________
Prayer Partner Signature Date

Prayer Partner #2 (Adult)
“I have read the Prayer Partner information sheet and fully commit myself to the duties outlined.”

________________________________________________________
Prayer Partner Name

________________________________________________________ _________________
Prayer Partner Signature Date



DSCC Doctrinal Statement
We stand for and emphasize the foundational truths held in common by evangelical Christians
and adhere to the historic Christian faith expressed as follows:

1. The Bible, which is verbally inspired by the Holy Spirit and inerrant in the original
manuscripts and is the infallible and authoritative Word of God.

2. The Triune Godhead in Three Persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3. The personality of Satan, called the devil, and his present control over unregenerate
mankind.

4. The fall and lost estate of man, whose total depravity makes necessary the new birth.

5. The deity of Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, sinless life, death, bodily resurrection, present
exaltation at God’s right hand, and personal and imminent return.

6. The atonement by the substitutionary death and shed blood of Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior.

7. The resurrection of the saved unto everlasting life and blessedness in Heaven, and the
resurrection of the unsaved unto everlasting punishment in Hell.

8. The Church, the Body or Bride of Christ, consisting only of those who are born again, for
whom He now makes intercession in heaven and for whom He shall come again.

9. Christ’s commission to the Church to go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature.

I agree with the above stated doctrinal statement:

____________________________________________
Print Student Name

____________________________________________ _________________________
Student Signature Date



Parent Permission Form
PARENT or GUARDIAN, please fill out the following permission statement for your student to
participate in the SMI Program.

I consent to my child participating in the 2021 SMI training and mission trip.
______________ (initial)

I understand that SMI (Student Missionary Internship) is a 15-week training program for high
school students that involves weekly study and practical training.  The students must commit
themselves to weekly training and specific lifestyle requirements (outlined on the SMI
Commitment Sheet) that are pleasing to God and fitting for a missionary supported by DSCC.
The training ends with a mission trip to the White Mountain Region, June 19-26 and the
weekend report services at DSCC on June 26-27.

______________ (initial)

I understand that Desert Springs Community Church is committed to paying for the major
expenses and training of my child provided that they satisfactorily complete the training program
(at a cost of more than $500 per student).

______________ (initial)

Responsibility Release:  I wish to make it clear that I will not expect any organization with which
my child may work with or be associated with to be responsible or liable to me for any loss or
damage to my child’s property; any personal injury or illness; or any damage my child may
suffer; and in consideration of my willingness to allow my child to serve as a “short-term”
missionary, on behalf of myself, my heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.   I hereby
release Desert Springs Community Church for any and all such claims. In addition, I understand
that my child’s behavior must reflect Christlikeness throughout this period of mission service and
that failure to do so may result in disciplinary action, which may include dismissal from the
program or immediate deportation.

______________ (initial)

Each student application will be reviewed by Trevor or Jason. I understand that completion of
this application by my child does not guarantee him/her a place on the SMI mission trip.

______________ (initial)

_________________________________________________________
Student Name

_________________________________________________________
Parent Name

_________________________________________________________ ___________________
Parent Signature Date



SMI Commitment Contract
Due to the nature of the SMI ministry, intense training, and spiritual maturity required for SMI,
we ask that each participant prayerfully consider the following standards. These are the
standards that we ask all students and adults to uphold for the duration of the SMI program.

SPIRITUAL STANDARDS
● I confess that I am a born again Christian (John 3).
● I will maintain a clear testimony for the Lord.  (I Peter 3:15-17)
● I commit to read God's Word on a daily basis.  (Psalm 119:11)
● I desire to reach people with the Gospel message of John 3:16-18 (Matthew 28:19-20).
● I will seek to show the Fruit of the Spirit in my daily walk (Galatians 5:22-23).

LIFESTYLE STANDARDS
Based on passages such as I John 2:15-17, 2 Corinthians 6:11-17, and I Corinthians 6:19-20, I
believe that in order to have a positive impact in my world and a clear testimony as a Church
missionary my life must be distinct FROM the world. For this reason I wish to avoid even the
smallest temptation or appearance of evil. Therefore, I will abstain from:

● All manner of fleshly living (Galatians 5:19-21).
● The use of alcohol, tobacco or illegal drugs (I Corinthians 6:19-20).
● Activities that might hurt my testimony such as viewing “R” rated, “PG-13” movies rated

for nudity, sexuality or sexual content, questionable movies or questionable programs on
television (I John 2:15-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:22).

● Attending events involving questionable activities with unGodly environments such as
secular dances or parties,  etc. (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

● Dating non-Christians (2 Corinthians 6:14-15).
● Sexual activity outside of marriage (1 Thessalonians 4:3-6).
● Listening to music that is not God-honoring (1 Thessalonians 5:22).
● Blatant and deliberate lying (Acts 5:1-11 Annanias and Sapphira)

FAITHFULNESS STANDARDS
I will not only be distinct FROM the world, but also committed TO the Lord and His word.
Therefore, I commit to the following:

● I will faithfully attend all regularly scheduled church services (Sunday and Wed. nights).
(Heb. 10:25)

● I will faithfully attend all monthly activities planned and scheduled as a part of the Youth
Ministry of Desert Springs Community Church, including Social activities, all SMI training
meetings (2 absences maximum), including special meetings and training times.  (2
Thessalonians 3:10-11)



● I will bring my Bible to all church services, youth meetings, and SMI sessions.
● I will complete my SMI work, and maintain at least an 80% grade on class work.

(Hebrews 6:10-12)

I (print name) ,______________________________________________________, realize that I
am preparing to be sent out as a missionary by Desert Springs Community Church to represent
the Lord Jesus Christ. I do hereby agree to uphold and defend the above-mentioned standards
until the end of the program and I will endeavor to live by this commitment as long as I am
serving in this representative capacity. I understand that willful violation of any terms of this
agreement will result in my dismissal from the program.

___________________________________________ _____________________
Student’s Signature Date

I will support and encourage my child to uphold the SMI commitment as outlined above.

___________________________________________ _____________________
Parent  Signature Date



SMI Prayer Partners
Job Description

FOR SMI STUDENT TO GIVE TO PRAYER PARTNER

Thank you for your willingness to be an SMI Prayer Partner.  Your job is important because you
are supporting this student and engaging in spiritual warfare on their behalf. The success of our
SMI program depends on your faithfulness in prayer. Please pray daily for this SMI student.

1. Pray for your SMI participant every day for:
·      Their spiritual growth
·      Memorization of the material
·      That the Lord would make them a witness at home and school
·      Protection from the evil one in their life
·      Any personal requests that they might share with you

2. Pray for the SMI ministry each day for:
·      The high school SMI leadership
·      The people in Berkeley, California that we will be working with, that the Holy Spirit
would prepare their hearts to receive the Gospel and that they would see the value of
life through Christ.
·      The churches and ministries we are partnering with, and especially that we would
be a great witness to truth while on university campuses.

3. Meet with your SMI students once a week (in person if possible)
·      Listen as they share any praises from the week
·      Write down their prayer requests for the week
·      Both of you pray for these requests together

Be an encouragement to them: love them, praise them, and remind them of how God will use
them this summer.
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